
Lutheran Church of the Messiah 
 
 
Mission 
 
To form disciples and serve our neighbors. 
 
Description 
 
We're a small Lutheran church in the process of renewal. We're a truly intergenerational community 
committed to growing together in God's grace, and reaching out in love to our neighbors. Our church is in 
the heart of the city of Decatur, and we cherish our connection to local ministries like Hagar's House, a 
homeless shelter for women and children, and the elderly we serve through Meals on Wheels. 
 
Unique Opportunities in Ministry 
 
A truly intergenerational ministry-- though we are a small church in the process of renewal, we are not 
predominately older. We have several younger couples, many young children, and middle aged folks. We 
defy many stereotypes in this way. 
 
Days for Girls-- a ministry of sewing for women in the developing world who would miss school and 
work without the hygiene products we supply-- and sometimes teach them to make. 
 
Community outreach opportunities-- Unlike many congregations, we are situated in the heart of a livable, 
walkable neighborhood and have immense opportunity to connect with people's everyday lives. 
 
Catechumenal ministry-- We are in the preliminary stages of offering a very intentional ministry that joins 
newcomers (to the faith and to our church) with others in an attempt to deepen faith and guide people 
toward baptism or renewal of baptism. 
 
Site Details 
 
Outreach 
Every-other-month meals at Hagar's House, a local shelter for women and their families. 
Weekly lunches for Meals on Wheels. 
Monthly meeting of Days for Girls 
Food assistance to the homeless. 
Yearly service trips to Guatemala to our sister church, in conjunction with Days for Girls 
Yearly marathon cheering station for the Atlanta Marathon. 
Yearly Easter Egg Hunt in the Spring, and St. Nicholas Festival in December. 
 
Meeting the Five Areas of Ministry  
 
Administration:  
Interns at Messiah are welcome to participate as much as they wish in our monthly council meetings, our 
written and digital communications, and our ongoing planning for worship, Christian formation, service 
and outreach. 
 



Liturgy (Worship and Preaching): 
Interns at Messiah will have the opportunity to serve as assistants in worship-- helping to lead the liturgy 
and assist with communion, as well as to serve as lector (reader). 
Interns have traditionally preached once a month. That's not a firm expectation, but we do encourage our 
interns to make the most of the opportunity to practice their skills in a safe and forgiving environment, 
with the opportunity to receive constructive feedback from the supervisor. 
 
Mission and Outreach:  
There are many opportunities for mission and outreach in our neighborhood, and in the City of Decatur. 
We are actively engaged with Days for Girls, Meals on Wheels and Hagar's House. We are developing a 
plan to host three or four big events each year to help our church better connect with our neighborhood. 
We are also working on improving our hospitality as a church, so that when newcomers join us, we are 
prepared to welcome them. There are several ways in which an intern at Messiah could be part of our 
efforts here. 
 
Pastoral Calling and Congregational Care:  
Interns will have the opportunity to work with the pastor in making some home visits, and hopefully, 
some independent visits, as well. Messiah has a care ministry which assists in offering care to people 
experiencing transition in our congregation, and our interns are most welcome to participate in this 
ministry. 
 
Religious Education: 
This is an aspect of our life still under (re)development. For adults, we have a weekly Bible study and two 
weekly discipleship groups. For our children, we have a weekly Sunday school for children ages 9 and 
under. 
 
 

Denomination Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
Location Type Urban 
Worship Attendance 50-60 per Sunday 
Worship Times 11AM Sunday morning 
Weekly Schedule Sundays: Worship at 11AM, and Discipleship 

Group at 5PM 
 
Tuesdays: Discipleship Group at 5:30 
 
Wednesday: Bible study at 11AM 
 
Wednesday Evening / Thursday Morning: 
Sandwich making for Meals on Wheels 
 
First Saturday of each Month: Days for Girls, 
sewing project for women in the developing 
world. 

Stipend? Unfortunately, no. But we are willing to 
reimburse travel expenses. 

Distance from Candler 2 miles 
Accessible to persons with disabilities? For the most part. Our sanctuary, offices and 

fellowship hall are accessible. We have a lower 



level in our education building that is not serviced 
by an elevator, but only has stair access. 

Accessible via public transportation? Yes 
Can women be ordained? Yes 
What role do women play in leadership? Women serve on our congregational council, 

preach, teach, lead our children's and music 
ministries, and do just about everything men do 
here...maybe even a little bit more. 

 
Contact 
www.messiahdecatur.org 
 
Nathan Hilkert, Pastor 
pastor@messiahdecatur.org 
office@messiahdecatur.org 
2015 Lutheran Church of the Messia 
Decatur, GA 30030 
404.731.7466 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.messiahdecatur.org/

